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A HISTORY OF US

3o you think we should
make heroes of our politi-
cians? What Iinds of
 people might want to
serve dn Congress if we
treated politicians like
superstavs? Do you [hink
politiclans yet enough
atlention? Or too wuch?

A Virginian
described Washington
as “sensible, but speaks
littie.” Washington
spoke up when some-
thing mattered. In 1785
he wrote about slavery:
“There Is not a man ative

sincerely than i do, to
see a plan adopted for
the abolition of it.” He
believed slavery should
be ended by “legisiative
authority” (laws),
because slave owners
would nat willingly

give up wealth and
property. Washington
remained a slave owner
himself. He freed his
slaves in his will.
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Pretend it is 1775. You are a PBritish
subject living in the American colo-
nies in Philadelphia. At least that is
the way you have been taught to de-
scribe yourself. But now you are con-
fused. You have overheard violent
arguments. Some people are calling
the Bostonians “heroes”; others call
them “rabble.” Politics is making pec-
ple angry. Your parents are no longer
talking to some of their old friends.

Your parents are Patriots: some
Washington, said his friends, ©f your neighbors are Loyalists. If
wars serious but never siern, s there is war, the Loyalists hope
always chesriul with his soldiers.  Britain will win, They don’t see any
B -needuforsindependence sEnglarid-is

‘the gfeatest natioﬁ on é}ifth, they say. They remember the good old

days before the French and Indian War. England didn’t bother the
colonists with many taxes then. They expect those times to return
again. Benjamin Franklin’s son William is a Loyalist. He is sincere in
his beliefs, but he will break his father’s heart.

Being a Patriot may mean going to war. That worries you—and it
should. What side will you be on? In May, when the Virginia delega-
tion arrives in Philadelphia, you make a decision. You will stick with
the American Patriots’ cause.

Back in the 18th century there were no TV stars and no big
sports figures, which may explain why, in 1775, everyone in
Philadelphia seemed to want a glimpse of Virginia’s political leaders
when their carriages rolled into town. The Virginians hacd been in
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And So to Bed
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Philadelphia the year
before, when the First
Continental Congress ;
met. Now they were °
back for the Second
Congress: heroic-look-
ing men who rode their
horses proudly, who
danced with energy and
grace;-and wio-thicught’
and spoke as well as any
Americans anywhere.
Even John Adams of
Massachusetts said
that they represented
“fortunes, ability, learn-
ing, eloquence, acute-
ness, equal to any [ ever
met with in all my life.”

Take George Wash-
ington, for instance. He
was more than six feet tall, big-boned, muscuiar, lean, and very strong.
Once he came upon some young men who were throwing weights
as far as they could. They had their shirts off and were sweating
from the effort. George Washington asked if he could try. He took a
weight—didn't even take off his jacket—and out-threw them ali. Does
that sound as if he was a show-off? He wasn’t. Everyone agreed about
that. He was modest, and only spoke when he had something to say.

His adventures during the French and Indian War had made him
famous, even in England. In America both men and women admired
him. One friend called him “the best horseman of his age and the most
graceful figure that could be seen on horseback.” He had gray-blue
eyes, auburn hair, and hands and feet so large that several people
of his time remarked about them. He loved to dance and he dressed
with care. He wore his military uniform to Philadelphia—bright blue
with brass buttons—and they called him Colonel Washington.

When John Adams's wife, Abigail, met George Washington she
found a poem to describe him:

Marik his majestic fabric; he's a temple
Sacred by birth, and built by hands divine.

{John Adams was always jealous of George Washington,)

FROM COLONIES TO COUNTR
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Stephen Hoplsins
of Rhode Island had
“palsy,” which was a
vague term for many
ilinesses in the 18th
century. Whatever his
disability, it didn’t keep
him out of a lonhg career
in public service. It didn’t
{imit his enthusiasm for

independence, either. As
he put his pen to the
paper to sign the Pecla-
ration, he said proudly:
“My hand trembles, but
my heari does not.”

Washington rode to Philadelphia with an-
other Virginian: Richard Henry Lee. The fin-
gers on one of Lee’s hands had been shot off
in a hunting accident; he kept a silk handker-
chief wrapped around that hand and pointed
with it when he spoke. That gives you an idea
of the man's style. He was good-looking, he
wore elegant clothes, and he talked smoothly.

Lee was full of surprises. He was a slave
owner who hated slavery and spoke out
against it. Though he was dashing and aris-
tocratic, he got along well with rumnpled
Samuel Adams. It was Richard Henry Lee
(with Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson)
who organized the first Committee of Correspondence in Virginia.

Lee came from a talented family. His brothers were all outspoken
leaders. That means they said what they believed. So did his sister
Hannah. She was furious when she was turned away from the voting
polis because she was female. It was taxation without representa-
tion, said Hannah Lee.

As Lee and Washington rode toward Philadelphia, they were

Fichard Heny Les (ahovey
ang Pairicl Henry wers
Virginia's best sprakers,

Meet Some of the Delegates

T pyendTiein oA e

Delegate PHILIP LIVINGSTON
lived like a prince in New
York. His family
had been promi-

colonies for five
generations, ‘bt
Philip Livingston
made his own for
tune as a trader and privateer
during the French and indian
War. In spite of his wealth, he
identified with ordinary people
and opposed the colony’s
royal governor and the Stamp
Tax. Livingston believed in po-
litical and religious freedom.

OSEPH HEWES, who came

trom North Carolina, was
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opposed to separation from
Britain—even when people in
North Carolina told him to vote
for it. Then, in a debate at the

.oonvention, something happened.

“He started suddenly upright,”

- peported John-Adams, “and

lifting up both his g
hands to Heaven, |
as if he had been
in a trance, cried
out, ‘It is done!
and | will abide B3
by it.”” Hewes
was now for independence!
$TEPHEN HOPKINS, WhO was
elected governor of Rhode
tsland 10 times, attended the
Afbany Congress in 1754 with

Benjamin Franklin,
Sir William John-
son, and Hendrick.
Stephen Hopkins
helped Ben Frank-

Clindnte aspran oy @ union of

the colonies. Most Americans
weren’t ready for that'in 1754,
Now it seemed that they were.

eorgia’s BUTTON GWINNETT

had an unforgeitable name
and just a year to
live. Gwinneti—
Georgia’s gover- -
nor—was killed In
a duel, Afterward,
no onhe could re- .
member what the duel was
about—eaxcept honot, they said.




A T T R T T LT E T T TR FRIT TR SIS

1w

123

joined by other members of the Virginia delegation. Farmers along
the way took off their hats and cheered. Then, six miles from
Philadelphia, 500 soldiers on horseback appeared to escort them.
By the time they entered the city, a military band was playing and
infantrymen were marching—it was some parade.

The Virginians were the same seven men who had been at the
first congress in 1774 (although some would leave almost immedi-
aiely and others would take their place). Three were the best ora-
tors.in the.state, perhaps.in the nation: Patrick Henry (who looked
like a country boy, and seemed to want it that way), Richard Henry
Lee (whorasked-this-congress-to-declare-for inde pendendéel-ands
alim, graceful Edmund Pendleton (who debated with cool logic).

Virginia's Benjamin Harrison was the biggest man at the Conven-
iion. He was six feet four inches tall and was said to weigh 400
pounds. (Many of the delegates were big—it was normal to be
heavy. Meals were large: soup, fish, meat, vegetables, potatoes, pie
snd cake, fruit and cheese—all at one sitting. John Adams, just five
feet six inches tall, grew to weigh 275 pounds.) Harrison told a
sriend he would have come to this convention on foot, if he’d had
to, rather than not come. He became governor of Virginia; his son
and great-grandson became presidents of the United States.

Popular Peyton Randolph, another giant of a man, had been pres-
ident of the First Continental Congress and was expected to preside
again. But he did not stay long. Nor did Patrick Henry. They were
needed in Williamsburg. Virginia’s House of Burgesses had been
called back into session. State business seemed more important to
them than anything that might occur at this experimental gathering.

Peyton Randolph’s cousin, who was just 33, came to take his
nlace in Philadelphia. The cousin was a thoughtful, quiet man who
was known to be a good writer. His name was Thomas Jefferson.

The Virginians were the crowd pleasers, but the congress as a
whole was so extraordinary it would still inspire awe 200 years later.

The Adams cousins—Sam and John—were back from Massa-
chusetts, along with rich John Hancock, who became president of
+his Second Continental Congress. John Witherspoon, a Scotsman who
had needed persuading to come to America to head Princeton College,
was a delegate from New Jersey. So was Francis Hopkinson, an inven-
tor and scientist who wrote poetry, composed music, and painted.

Of Caesar Rodney, the delegate from Delaware, John Adams
wrote: “[He] is the oddest looking man in the world; his face is not
bigger than a large apple, yet there is a sense of fire, spirit, wit, and
humor in his countenance.”

FROM COLONIES TO COUNTRY

irginia’s Benjamin Harrison

Thomas Jefferson was Presi-
gent Peyion Randolph’s cousin,

Francis Hopkinson, a dele-
gate from New Jersey.
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Mem of the Middle Colontes

B R L Benjamin Rush was a doctor and g teacher,
He'd learned medicine as an apprentice to a doc-
tor and then had gone to Scotland to learn more,
Rush had ideas that seemed strange to some pec-
ple: he hated slavery, tobacco, and capital pun-
ishment. He thought girls and blacks should go to
schoal and that they could learn as much as
SR White boys. Rush was one of Pennsylvania’s rep-
Charles Cm,l,‘;“ resentatives, and remarkable. Pennsylvania’s Ben

== Franklin was even more so.

No American was better known than Benjamin
Franklin. He'd come to Philadelphia from Boston
as a penniless boy and soon made his fortune as a
printer and publisher. He made his fame as an ip.
ventor, scientist, philosopher, and political leader.
Franklin had spent years in London as an agent for
several of the colonies. No one tried harder than
he to avoid a break with England. He proposed the
idea of a British commonwealth of independent na-
tions, each with its own parliament, but ail with the
same king. The leaders of Britain's Parliament re-
jected that idea and treated Franklin with contempt.

Benjamin Rush

Benjamin Rush served

as an army surgeon.
during the Revolutionary
War. He set up the first
free clinic in America,
and became the country’s
most famous medical
professor. When Rush
was studying medicine
In Edinburgh, Scotland,
he helped persuade John
Witherspoon, a famous only minister to sign the
Scots clergyman, to come Declaration of Indepen-

i i- dence. Charies Carroll of
LG?'zfgfii.;:mb: {:u:qisrle Maryland was the last Franklin changed his thinking; he began to ;i?g:
Rush had gone to college,  signer to die (in 1832) and  favor independence. He arrived home from Eng- fori
Dr. Witherspoon was tha the only Roman Catholic.  |and on May 5, 1775, just in time to attend the adog

opening of this congress, e
The following March he was off again, this time on a wild goose Tt
chase to Canada to try and convince the Canadians to join the other ly afi
colonies and fight Britain, Franklin and the two Maryland delegates— _ Cong
Charles Carroli (sald to be the _waalthiAest‘-.,man-..vi-n;;fAmer‘i'ca)"a'nd Jol
-f"‘-S-amﬂél"Chaﬁse‘(a'*lea'der of the Sons of Liberty in Annapolis)—headed be.m:
north. It was é_ln.exhaus.ting...,.t.ri.p,wespeeia‘lly‘for"69~yea'r—‘01d Benjamin Lexin:
Franklin. (In Albany they noted that most people still spoke Dutch, In More,
upper New York, they had to sleep in the snowy woods.) When they fi- have ¢
nally arrived at their destination, they couldn’t persuade the Cana- In €
dians to join the revolution. (Religion had something to do with it fight, ¢
Catholic Canada feared an alliance with the mostly Protestant colonies,) an arrr
In June Frankiin was back at the Convention, where he was asked o Johi
serve (with John Adams and Thomas Jefferson) on a committee that the jor
was to write an important declaration, Some Ppeople say this was the was pa
most important political statement ever written, It was addressed o to nomr
King George IIL. Hold on for a few chapters and I'll tell you all about it, CoCck-—q
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