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At first the Continental Congress
found itself in a strange situation.
Americans were in fighting mood, but
war had not been declared. Should
they prepare for war? Should they
work for peace? Could they do both?

People were calling for a Continen-
tal army. The minutemen who fought
at Lexington and Concord were gath-
ered near Boston. Others had come

John Adams wroie, "1 am deter-
wined this morming to make a di- .
vect motion thak Congress shoutg  from the countryside with rifles and

adopt the arivy before Boston.” muskets. If someone didn’t take

S == charge they would all go back home.

The Continental Congress couldn't ignore the problem, especial-
ty after a letter arrived from the Boston Patriots pleading for the
Congress to take over their forces. '

John Adams spoke up. He called for a “Grand American Army” t
be made up of volunteers from all of the colonies. The guns fired at
Lexington and Concord might be heard next in Charleston, or Balti-
more, or even in Philadelphia, Adams told the delegates. They must
have shuddered, because they knew he spoke the truth.

In each of the colonies, citizen soldiers—militia—were ready to
fight. Someone had to organize the militias and the minutemen into
an army. A general was needed, said Adams.

John Hancock from Massachusetts believed he was the man for
the job. He had done a bit of soldiering, and it was his money that
was paying some of Congress’s bills. So when John Adams stood up
to nominate a general, almost everyone—especially John Han-
cock—thought it would be Hancock. But, as you know, John Adams
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April 8D The battles of
Lexington and Concord.
May 10: Second Conti-
nental Congress con-
venes in Independence
Hatll, Philadeiphia.

May 10¢: Ethan Allen
and Benedict Arnold cap-
ture Fort Ticonderoga.
June 15: George Wash-
ington is appointed head
of the Continental army.
June §7: The battles of
Bunker and Breed's Hills.

- July 3: General Washing-

ton takes command of
17,000 men at Cam-
bridge, Massachuseits.
July 2§: The Continental
Congress establishes a
post office department
and appoints Franklin
postmaster general.
August 1: Tom Paine
publishes an article in the
Pennsylvania Gazetle sup-
porting women's rights.
Angust 23: George Il
declares the American
colonies in rebellion.

85 -




| e ey

s

AT

pra— S ——

TR i T T T T e T Ty

A HISTORY

As soon as the
troubles with England
were seitled, the citizens
of Charles Town, South
Carolina, officially
changed their city’s
name tc Charleston. The
capital was moved from
there to Columbia.
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always did what he thought was best for the nation~—not what
would make him popular at home.

“There is but one man in my mind for this important command,”
said Adams, and Hancock looked pleased. “The gentleman 1 have in
mind...is from Virginia.” When Adams said that, John Hancock's
face fell, and Washington, who realized he was the man from
Virginia, rushed from the room.

John Adams continued, “[His] skili as an officer...great talents and
universal character would command the respect of America and unite
...the Colonies better than any other person alive.” The congressmnien
agreed. George Washington was elected general unanimously.

He accepted—on one condition. He would take no salary,
And that was part of Washington's greatness. He was willing
to serve without pay for a cause he thought noble.

Washington knew that the general’s job could lead to disas-
ter. England was the greatest power in the world. Its army was
well trained and supplied with the latest guns and cannons. [ts
navy was the finest in the world.

The American army was made up of a raggedy bunch of
men—farmers, shoemakers, carpenters, blacksmiths—who

Johin Hancock (lefi) was disappointed not o bs put in charge o
the army. But as president of the Second Continental Congress he
sighed the order naming Washington commander in chies {belowr:.
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FROM COLONIES TO COUNTRY

Washingion iales charge

1 : of the Continental army. He
) 3 - @ﬁ ‘ ) dign’t have great skill as a
military strategist. His ex-
perience with General Brad-
dock in the French and Indi-

1
~ap-War-was disastrous...

: What he did have was an

N ‘ ability o ivispiverottiersi

1

. The Congress did

P pay Washington’s ex-
penses, though he didn’t

get a salary.

had few guns, no cannons, and no military training. George | George i would not read the
B Washington knew that he had an almost impossible job. He said to | Olive Branch Petition (below),
Patrick Henry, “Remember, Mr. Henry, what I now tell you: from the which was the colonists’ lasi-

0
day 1 enter upon the commarid of the American armies, I date my ditch attempt to get him to

i tall, and the ruin of my reputation.” think about their problems.
& And that, too, is part of what made Washington great. He was . Jh .
}- g willing to do what he thought was right and important even if it N 1‘2‘3?”””" st e
. 1 might bring his own ruin. (Of course, we know it didn’t bring his e
W0 i /uin. It made him famous for all time.) Y AN
¢ ! George Washington set out jor Boston to take charge of the - o e g gy
soldiers gathered there. In the meantime, the Continental ///,?#A?(:f';”ﬁ{r/%’;ﬁf,\{? !

\ Congress tried once more to patch things ub with England. 7 {;j"‘,‘;f}";f;j,;f’}}f’f,ﬁ,fg';i’;’,%,'5.

r iti i Thi o ek sed ¢ Maegtiicd, & hepaniagy Soelt

s They sent apother pet1t101-1.to King Qeorge ML .Fhls one was E,/ S <.4;},}ﬁ-(:§,r$£§id’,;, (A e s

called the Olive Branch Petition. An olive branch is a symbol of (oat s uhabiensts i axoies, 27 loinst T
iR o o ﬁm(.rm( Hensr ehy Jyun.n'xfu}ﬂl YN

peace. The colonists asked the king to consider their problems. ""“‘{;:;':?"ﬁ/'?"ff-’;f-ﬁ“*ﬂ,ﬁ""’”"’””"’"""
+ o Sedd 1 riifren .
But George wouldn't even read the petition. e o o s Byt iy

]
H
\ Now all this may seem strange. The colonists were petitioning oz /r?w m:,.:;,,'.; sl i e
E H A - K, Ry Kenfite g0 froennnndy FreAne it
England and at the same time they were getting ready to fight. S s sy 15
e e oo annd sy gFolier Futdiiire -itee?
But most members of the Congress weren’t ready to break away ps - ,,,“,,r,_,,,_, y,,/, ,,,-_r“;’,, .
from England. Those who were—like Washington and Adams Sowee 4. donatuniuisy 8 At BaF e
3 — i ' r?ﬁr st s Hns Hhere fee et
| and Jefferson wellre wise en‘ough not to .rush the others. Pec:ple pedifity W)? “._/’jmw:”. Gy tisnin
i thought of separation from England as different from revolution. %:&»;;}ﬁmn;. ot ..;f,;:;drgn;_; ’ﬁ’-ﬁ’f};
. . . R L v Tl dt :__‘.- 7.
They wanted a revolution. That word had a splendid sound toit.  -wer & et ettt Wi fltnriafle
' A . anctforees PR .J’f? -ﬁ}’mﬂf-ﬂu @m‘n’d’n{‘y i
Everyone knew of the Glorious Revolution of 1688. Englishimen ; @,? - ot
o) .
k8.

and women were proud of that peaceful revolution and of the
87
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The Second Conii-
nental Congress is best
known for two things:

1. Naming George
Washington as general
of the American armies.

2. Producing the
Declaration of Indepen-
dence. (it took more than
a year to get that done. )
The Congress did more
than that, but those two
accomplishments were
enough to make any
body famous. (Yes, a
congress is a body—a
legislative body.)

A Sociéty of Patriotic Ladies

rights it gave them. For a long time many Americans thought they
could have the rights of free people and still be part of the British em-
pire. (And they might have, if the king and Parliament had been wiser.)

Here's something about the American Revolution that not many
Americans know. Some English citizens were rooting for the Amer-
icans. They knew that George was not a good king, and they didn’t
like his ministers either. They realized that some of their own pre-
cious English rights were being threatened because the king wanted
more power for himself. As it turned out, the American Revolution
helped bring better government to England.

The ideas that came out of our revolution scon infected the
whole world. Monarchs and despots everywhere began trembling
over those ideas of freedom and equality. Some kings and queens
would lose their jobs because of those ideas. In France they would
lose their heads. But that's another story—and a good one, too—
that you'll have to read on your own,

This book is about America. People here were getting angry and
saying and doing wild things. Soon there would be no turning back.

f you ever happen to visit Edenton, North Carolina,

you may see a big bronze teapot. it marks the place
where Efizabeth King's house stood and where, in
1774, 51 women had a politlcal meeting and agreed
not to drink English tea. They said they would brew
raspberry leaves for tea, and that they would aiso
stop using English fabrics to make their clothes.

EgEt I8

In Witliamsburg, a dame dipped her goose quilt
inte an inkpot and penned these lines:

hey weren’t the only.women. deinking home brews. ... !~

e ] A Pering
Farewell to the Tea Board, with its fantiyme
gaudy Equipage, _ unifors
Of Cups and Saucers, Cream handso
Bucket, Sugar Tongs, oortrait §
Then she went on with verses about how much she S
would miss drinking tea and gossiping with her
friends around the tea table; but it was worth it, she The F
concluded, because: Massact
s _ - LIBERTY'’S the Goddess | would choose The Ame
. _ To reign triumphant in America. speed ar
A British cartoon snesred at the Edenton ladies. looked o
The B
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