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American Government
Preamble to the United States Constitution

""-W'e the People of the United States, in Order to form a more

perfect Union, estabhsh Just!ce msure domest:c Tranqumty, prowde
for the cemmon defense promote the general -”-Wetfare and secure the

llessmgs of Ltberty to ourselves and eur Poeterltjf, _do' ordam and f
estabhsh this Constftutfon for the Umted States of Amenca

_J

The words written in italics above are the Preamble’ to the Constitution of
the United States. The Constitution is the document that defines cur American
democracy. It sets forth the nation’s laws. It also spells out the rights and liberties
of the American people.

The preamble, or introduction, tells why people wrote the Constitution. The
first three words are, "We the People.” At the time, these words were
revolutionary?. Before the United States was established, the 13 colonies were
part of England. Their ruler was the king of England. The colonists had no say
over what happened to them.

When the colonists established their own government, they wanted it to be
“by the people, for the people, and of the people.” They wanted the Constitution
to create a democracy. In a democracy, the people elect, or vote for, whom they
want to run their government. The government’'s power comes from the people.
The government cannot exist without the consent® of the majority? of its people.
If the government fails to protect the people, then the people can use their voting
power to abolish the government and establish a new one.

What should the government do for the people? The preamble answers
part of this question. It says that the government should be just, or fair with its
people. It should ensure tranquility by working to sclve problems within the

preamble — introduction to a speech or piece of writing
revolutionary — bringing or causing great changes
consent — agreement, permission, or approval

majority — more than half of a group of people or things
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