Wake Up?

Areligious movement,
called the Great Awa-

when a spellbinding evan-
gelical English preacher
named George Whitefield
arrived in America. Thou-
sands of people were con-
verted by Whitefield and by
those who followed him.
American Protestantism
becamne split between the
sedate older secis, the “Old
Lights” (Quakers, Angli-
cans, Congregationalists),
and those begun by the
new revival preachers, the
“New Lights” (Methodists,
: Presbyterians,
i. Baptists), New
Lights reached
out to slaves,
too; by the
end of the
century most
were Christ-
ians.
George
Whitefield

kening, began about 1739,

England now had a big responsibility. She had
to manage almost 2 million people in the 13
colonies, she had to take control of 60,000 French-
speaking people in Canada and around the Great
l.akes, and she had to keep the English colonists
and the Native Americans from killing each other.

The king of England had a great idea for set-
tling the Indian problem. Draw a line right down
the crest of the Appalachian Mountains, said the
king. Everything to the east of that line would be
colonists’ territory. Everything to the west
would be Indian territory. (Settlers already in
the West would have to leave.} And that was
what the king ordered in his Proclamation of 1763, If the colonists
could be kept east of the Appalachians there would be no more
fighting between the settlers and the Native Americans.

That land to the west of the Appalachians wasn’t good for much
anyway, said most people in England. The learned Dr. Samuel John-
son (who knew a lot about words and wrote the first English-
language dictionary) said that the western land that England had
gotten as a result of the French and Indjan War was “only the bar- -
ren parts of the continent, the refuse. . .which the French, who came
last, had taken only as better than nothing.”

Dr. Johnson should have stuck to his dictionaries. And the king's
idea? It sounded wonderful, but jt didn’t work,

That western land looked mighty good to settlers who wanted
farms of their own. The eastern lands were mostly taken. It also
looked good to speculators—people who wanted to make money
selling land. Benjamin Franklin and George Washington were'two of

Br. Johnson said,
“1 am willing io iove
all mankind, ex-
cept an American.”
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FROM COLONIES TO COUNTRY

those who speculated in western lands. Now that the French were | George i1l said the lands
gone, the English settlers thought the land should be theirs. A| west of the Prociamation
proclamation written in England wasn’t going to stop people hungry | Line (on the map, the row
for fand. They kept moving west. _ of X’s running down the
Soon another line was drawn, on the other side of the Appalachians. | Appalachians) belonged to
- That was in 1768, in a treaty signed by Sir William Johnson and 14| the Indians, But the English
Iroquois leaders. Johnson hoped to please hoth sides. The Iroquois got settlers kept moving west
cash and promises: the and taking the land anyway.
English-speaking settlers
got land over the moun-
tains-—especially land west
of Albany. But it was just
another Indian treaty that
would soon be broken. The
settlers were on their way
west; the Indians who lived
west of the Appalachians
were doomed to see their
way of life destroyed.
Fort Pitt—which had
been Fort Duquesne and,
before that, the Indian
town of Shannopin—be-
came Pittshurgh. At Pitts-
burgh, two rivers come to-
gether and form the
mighty Ohio River. From
there you can glide to the
heart of the continent. It
was a gateway to the West,
By 1770 some 5,000
colonists were said to
have climbed the moun-
tains to Pittsburgh and
then headed on west.
They were pioneers, and
the first of a river of peo-
ple who began f{illing the
Ohio River Valley. (Check

your map to see where = {} 'fjfo“ >
the Ohio River Vailey is.) Cﬁi M Wé@f’%
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In 1789 paniel Boone
made his first exploring
trip to Kentucky. In 1775 he
led a group of settlers to
that Indian hunting ground.
In 1779 Keniucky became
a county of Virginia.

There was constant con-
flict in western Pennsyl-
vania between Indians and
settlers. This 1764 cartoon
lavghed at Benjamin Frank-
lin (feft), who tried to heip
the indians.

ordinary farm folk who just wanted to make homes for themselves.
Daniel Boone may have helped build the road to Fort Pitt; we
know for sure he went to Kentucky:

It was on the first of May 1769, that I resigned my domestic
happiness, and left my family and peaceable habitation on the
Yadkin River, in North Carolina, to wander through the wilder-
ness of America, in quest of the country of Kentucke.-

Thousands followed after Boone cut a path, the Wilderness
Road, through the Cumberland Gap. It was a southern route to the
other side of the mountains.

Those who went west were a lot like those who had come on the
Mayflower. They were tough enough to build homes in a strange,
raw world. They were able to make their own laws. They were sur-
vivors. They were independent-minded. Men and women like that
were not likely to take orders from a faraway nation.
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