HISTORICAL NOMFICTION
Accounts of real events or
people from the past are
calted historical monfiction:
Unlike fictional stories,

these articles or essays are
norfiction because all of

the details are true. They are
historical because the events
happened in the past, whether
ten years ago or fen thousand
years ago. What real people
or events s this historical
nonfiction article about?
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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER
Chronological order is the
order in which events happen
in time. Historical nonfiction
is usually organized in
chronological order: events
are described in the order

in which they happened.
This is often important for
understanding how one
event can cause another
thing to happen. Look at
paragraph 2. Did the Aztec
become powerful before

or after they settled on a
marshy island?




And what a stnning city Tenochtitldn was! It featured
rnighty central pyramid, as tall as a ten-story building,
[onuments, palaces, and parks added splendor. Huge

tketplaces were filled with people buying and selling

go ds from near and far. Long causeways, or raised

roads, extended for miles and connected the island

with the mainland. Two aqueducts brought fresh water
“to the island. Canals traversed the area, with canoes

transporting people and goods. At the beginning of the
sixteenth century, Tenochtitlan surpassed many capitals
: bf Europe in both size and beauty.
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AUTHOR'S POINT OF %“SEW
An author's choice of words

 often reflects his or her point of
 view, or attitude, about a topic.

An author may be positive and

 enthusiastic about a topic or

: may he negative and critical

; ahoutit. Reread paragraphs 3
: and 4o determine the

. author's aftitude, or point

: of view, about the Aztec. Does
- tha author ha;@apgcifi\fp of.
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Construeting the City

The construction of Tenochtitldn was an amazing feat.”

' The soil it was built on was extremely spongy. The Aztec
had to create a special foundation system. Buildings were
constructed on platforms to prevent them from sinking
into the muck. The nearby areas offered no building
" materials, Wood and stone had to be brought in from far
‘away. Most remarkably, the city was built without the
o help of metal tools or wheeled vehicles. Nor did the Aztec
‘use pack animals, such as 0xen or horses. Instead, they

hauled supplies by hand over great distances.

: negative view of the Aztec?
* Which words tell you the
. author’s viewpoint?
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 is a visual representation of

© an area showing its physical
 features, such as cities, roads,
 or rivers. Maps can often help
© you understand geographic

. information better than text

. alone can. The map on this

. page shows Tenochtitlan's

¢ location on Lake Texcoco

© and the location of the city's
: neighbors. What city could
¢ be reached the fastest from

Tenochtitlan?
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RMAIN iDEA The most
important pointina piece
of writing is called the main
idea. It is often stated at the
heginning of a paragraph of
article. Look at paragraph 5.
VWhat is the main idea of this
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part of the article?
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MANKE INFERENCES
Authors do not always
state everything directly.
Sometimes you must use
details from a selection and
what you already know to
make an inference, or figure
out something that is not
stated directly by the author.
The author does not say
whether Tenochtitlan had a
large amount of farmland or
not. What evidence in the text
tells you how much farmland
the Aztec had in the city?
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CONTEXT CLUES You can
often figure out the meaning
of a word you don't know by
tooking for clues in the words
around it. These context clues
can help you understand

the unknown word. Look

at the sixth sentence in
paragraph 8. What context
clue can help you figure out
the meaning of ornate?
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INTEGRATING
INFORMATION Readers

of historical nonfiction often
look at multiple sources

about a single topic. They

then integrate, or combine,
the information from these
sources to understand the
topic more fully. This article
describes the power of the
Aztec kings. What additional
information about the fifestyle
of Aztac kings and the luxuries
they enjoyed would you want
to find in another source?
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SUPPORTING DETAILS
Supporting details are
reasons or information that -
support, or back up, an
author's main idea. The main
idea of this section is that
education was important to
the Aztec. One supporting
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detail is that commoner boys
went to school at age twelve.
What other details support
the author's main idea?
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PAAKE IMFERENCES
Based on the description
of Artec education, what
inference can you make
about the role of girls and
women in Aztec society?
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PARAPHRASE

When you paraphrase, you
restate something you have
read or heard in your own
words. Reread the first
sentence in paragraph 14.
How would you paraphrase
this sentence?
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CONTEXT CLUES
Paragraph 15 says that the

- i Astec often used cacao beans

or rofis of cotton cloth as
currency. What context clues
- help you understand what

© currency means?

: COMPARE ARG CONTRASY
Authors sometimes organize

: and contrasting information.
When they compare, they

: point out things that are

* similar. When they contrast,

.-t their writing by comparing

they point out things that are

! different. On this page, the

i author describes the food of
-+ ordinary Aztec people and

~ i contrasts the food of the kings
~t and nobles with it. How was

¢ the food of kings and nobles
: different from the food of the

: rest of the people?

*
CiRE O EBONEEOBUCLAGRROTIFREEEE




CITE EVIDENCE Good
writers of historical
nonfiction provide evidence,
or information that supports
their ideas. The author states
 that the clothing the Aztec
wore depended on their
position in Aztec society.

One piece of evidence that
supports this idea is that only
rulers and priests could wear
turquoise jewelry, What other
evidence in the passage <an
you cite, or refer o, that
supports this idea? .
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Clty on top of the c1ty’s ruins. However' nar

Aztec Culture remain v151ble tous tod 2

a sacred animal for the Aztec. This remains apopu
-symbol in modern Memco Many wor___

‘usein Enghsh come from the Aztec lang

ovocado, chocolate, coyote, and tomato .The:Memcan
natlonal soccer team plays its home games in Estadlo

_Azteca, or Aztec Stadium. And the M mcan flag features 7
an eagle w1th a snake in its mouth perched 6na cactus.
This image comes from an unportantAz 'my&l about :

| the foundmg of Tenochﬂtlan
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i %WEMARE@E To summarize

B

: means to briefly retell the
: main points of something
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you have read. Summarizing
can help you organize and
remember the most important
ideas in a text. Look back at
paragraph 21. How would you
summarize this paragraph in

: one sentence?
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GLOSSARY A glossary is

. a list of difficult or special
: words and their meanings,

¢ often placed in the back of

: a book. A glossary might
: give one of these meanings

 for Jegacy: 1. Property that

2

: is inherited: 2. Something

- passed down from earlier

. generations; 3. Statiis

¢ acquired through birth.

: Which meaning of legacy

: best fits the way the word is
¢ ysed on this page?
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Comprehension Gheck - |
Capital.” How was fife different for

Look back at “Tenochtitlan: Life in the Aztec
the powerful nobles? Complete the charl

differed between these groups.

Aztec commoners from how it was for
below to show the ways that daily life

lived in one-room houses lived in two-story houses
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iIsten end Learn

vocabulary words from the Share and Learn selection you are about to read
or another word you choose. '
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