A HISTORY OF US

The Love of
His Men

From Baron von Steu-
ben’s Instructions to his
company officers:
captain...must pay
Athe greatest attention
to the health of his men,
their discipline, arms,
accoutrements, ammuni-
tlon, clothes and neces-
saries. His first object
should be to gain the love
of his men by treating
them with every possible
kirdness and humanity,
inquiring into their com-
plaints and when well
founded, seeing them re-
dressed. He should know
every man of his compa-
ny by name and charac-
ter. He should often visit
those who are sick, speak
tenderly to them, see
that the public provision,
whether of medicine or
diet, is duly administered,
_ and procure them besides

" gtich “coniforts ana medi- <

cines as are in his power.

Baron von Steuben
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Valley Forge to
Vincennes

Things weren't going well for George
Washington. He lost two battles in

Pennsylvania: one at Brandywine, the
other at Germantown. Then Sir Billy
In bad weati?er, evenmuskels ;... captured Philadelphia, and that
spent the night under covet, .
in liitle tents like these. meant that Congress—which was
meeting in the State House (now
called Independence Hall)—had to flee. The fall of 1777 turned to
winter. Howe was warm and comfortable in Philadelphia, as he had
heen the winter before in New York. He was partying again. Loyalist
families entertained him and his men. Eighteen miles away, Wash-
ington, Lafayette, Baron von Steuben, and the American soldiers
were miserable.
Washington had brought his army to a place calied Valley Forge.
It had been named for a nearby iron foundry, although the foundry

swasmowin riins<:theBrittsirhad:destroyed-t-Valley-Forgewas.2 . .,

good site from a military point of view. The land was high, near
enough to Philadelphia to keep watch on that city, but not so close
that the British could cause trouble with surprise raids.

There was little there, except for farmland and the Schuylkill
(SKOO-kill) River. There were no buildings for the army to use as
barracks, and, in December when they arrived, the ground was cov-
ered with snow. The men had marched a long distance, and many
were in rags. Within a few days the river turned ice hard. A cold
wind began blowing. The soldiers pitched tents and built huts of
sticks, logs, and mud plaster. Washington, who was precise and
cared about appearances, insisted that they all be the same size.

Picture 2,000 dirt-floored, drafty wooden huts lined up in streets
like a village, and you have an idea of Valley Forge. If you look at the
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ground, you may see blood.
Some of the soldiers had no
shoes, and their toes froze
and left bloody tracks. Now
add hunger to the scene,
and you begin to get an idea
of that terrible winter. But
that was not the worst of it.
Disease swept the camp.

Loyd—Lord-—Lord

Dr. Albigence Waldo of Connecticut, a surgeon serving at Valiley
Forge, wrote about the Continental army’s misery In his diary:

Dec 12th We are ordered to march
over the river—it snows—I’m
sick—eat nothing—no whiskey—
no baggage—Lord—Lord—Lord.
The army were till sunrise cross-
ing the river—some at the wagon
bridge and some at the raft hridge
below. Cold and uncomfortable....
Dec 14th Poor food—hard lodg-
ing—cold weather—fatigue—

nasty clothes—nasty cookery—
vomit half my time—smoked
out of my senses—the Devil’s
n it—l can’t endure It—why are
we sent here to starve and
freeze....Here comes a bowl of
beef soup—full of burnt leaves
and dirt, sickish enough to make a
Hector spew—away with it Boys—
I'll live like the chameleon on air.

About 2,000 men died.
That is the way it was at Valley Forge. There wasn’t enough

clothing. There wasn’t enough to eat. It was fiercely cold. The offi-

cers-feared-a.-mutiny; and-there~were-deserttons: But“not many; [~

Most of those who slipped over to the British in Philadelphia were \ )
orge newcomers to the colonies. :f‘i{asthmgton ti:;eﬁ to;heer
‘Stlig There were no battles fought at Valley Forge. None at all. But B:nj;;?r? th?sh sazﬁho(::rl?ez
Billy somgthmg astounding happfaned there. A Sp'll‘lt evolved. It was | .t the conditions: “The
that amazing; the men who made it thropgh that winter were better for | yoops dirty, undisciplined,
was it. They became a tearp: strong, confident, and proud of themselves, | and ragged...bad _bread; no
now their country, and their leaders. order; universal disgust.”
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Liberty Lover

t was lucky for the rebel-
lious American colonies
that Thaddeus Kosciuszko
had a broken heart. You

see, when he tried to

eiope with the girl he
toved, her father wouldn’t
allow it, Kosciuszko hoped
to forget the girl by coming
. to America to fight
. for freedom. He
arrived just in
time to join
the American
army in the
battles of
Fort Ticon-
deroga and
Saratoga;
then he headed
south to do bat-
" tle in the Carolinas.
F osciuszko was more
than a warrior. He
was a fine thinker who
cared about liberty. He
became a friend of Tho-
mas Jefferson. After the
Revolutionary War, the
grateful nation gave him

Thaddeus
. Kosciunszho

U.8. citizenshjp and 500
" acres of land in Ohig. But

he wasn't ready to settle
down. He returned to
Europe to fight for free-
dom in Poland and France
and Russia. Kosciuszko
also freed all the serfs (who
were almost like slaves) on
his Polish estate (and that
left him poor and in debt).
In his will he asked that
his American land be sold
and the money used to
buy freedom for slaves.
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George Washington had a lot to do with that. At first Washington
lived in a tent, among his men, and put up with hardships as they
did. Later, he made his headquarters in a nearby four-room stone
house, but the soldiers remained awed by his example. A young
Frenchman who was there wrote of General Washington,

I could not keep my eyes from that imposing countenance... Its pre-
dominant expression was calm dignity, through which you could
trace the strong feelings of the patriot, and discern the father, as
well as the commander of his soldiers.

Martha Washington could often be seen with a basket in her
arms, bringing food and socks and cheer to those who needed it.
Von Steuben made a difference that cold winter, too. He began
training 100 men at a time and soon had the whole army drilled.
The Americans were astonished. British officers did not conduct
drills; they left that to sergeants. This man did the drilling himselt.
He seemed to thrive on hard work, and nothing upset him. He was
always good-humored, even when he was shouting and swearing.

Before long the Americans could march and maneuver, load and
fire, use bayonets, and respond to complicated orders. But that
wasn't enough for von Steuben. He expected them to be neat and
shaved. Even rags, he told them, could be clean. He made all the offi-
cers set their watches by the same clock. He was determined that this
army was going o be precise and proud of itself. Soon it was just that.

Washington appointed Nathanael Greene as quartermaster general.
The quartermaster is in charge of supplies. Greene protested that he
didn’t want the job, but General Washington knew what he was
doing. Greene brought enormous energy and determination to every-

& :svthin-g-fhe';did;'-.%He'v:.tnampecl‘-aamundathemmuntryside;zsfo.un’d';tbigﬁcaﬂhesmf Tk

food and supplies, and hauled them to Valley Forge. By spring there
was plenty of food, and clothing, too.

In June the British left Philadelphia and headed for New York.
They'd had a pleasant winter, but they hadn’t accomplished a thing.
The men who had gotten through the winter at Valley Forge were now
a strong fighting force. They knew they could endure almost anything:
They were ready to follow George Washington wherever he led.

While all that was going on at Valley Forge, the Indians, who were
being paid by the British for American scalps, were creating havoc
on the frontier. (The Americans paid for British scalps.) But no mat-
ter which side they chose, the Native Americans would be losers.
Their land was being taken from them. The European way of life and
the Native American way of life seemed incompatible.
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FROM COLONIES TO COUNTRY

Most of the settlers didn’t understand what was happening.
When they heard of Indian raids and scalpings, they were horrified.
They believed what they had been told-—that Indians were savages.
They knew the English were signing treaties that gave Native
Americans protection and rights; that was another reason they
wanted the British out.

So most colonists thought of Indian fighters as great heroes.
Those Indian  fighters, men like George Rogers Clark,
believed they were doing the right thing. Mostly they just wanted to
push the Native Americans west, 1o free new lands for the settlers.

Clark was a frontiersman and a Patriot, as well as an Indian fight-

er. Born in Virginia, near Jefferson’s home; Clark knew-Indians-well- |-
<« . -and: conld.talk.to.them.in.a way they understood: he had learned to
use their form of oratory. They called him MiteHi Mal¥a, whichH™

means Big Knife. .

Clark was smart, he was also brave and daring. He had hardly
any schooling, but he read all the books he could find. Some people
called him the “Washington of the West." Like George Washington
he was tall, very strong, and a surveyor—but that was where the re-
semblance ended. He had none of the dignity of the Virginia planter.
Clark's personality swung from fierce temper to calm persuasion,
but rarely rested anywhere.

He was 25 years old in 1778, when he persuaded Virginia's gover-
nor, Patrick Henry, to let him gather a force to take the
Ohio Valley from the British and their Indian
allies. Then he proceeded to win some
astounding battles.

Here is some of what he did:
with just 175 men and a few
barges, Clark captured
three strategically locat-
ed British forts: Cahokia,
Kaskaskia, and Vin-
cennes, Then he talked
the French inhabitants
of the region into
coming over to the
American cause.

It was the battle of
Vincennes that made
him famous. When
Clark fought at Fort

Death of a
Brave Spy
Capt__ain Nathan Hale was

a 21-year-old school-
teacher just out of Yile
College when he accepted:
a dangerous misslon: to go
behind Britlsh lines and
spy ofi troop movements.
The British caught him.and,
without even a trial, hanged
him. His last words were, “I
only regret that | have but
one life to lose for my
country.” Hale-was para--

_ phrasing a popuiar English
“ gggaylst; Joseph Addison;”

who wrote, “What a pity is
it that we can die but once
to serve our country.”
Hale’s bravery made him a
hero. In this engraving an
artist imagines the scene,
with British Major Cunning-
ham preparing for the exe-
cution with a noose and a
coffin.
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George Hogers Clark took
Kaskaskia with 175 men. It
surrendered in 15 minutes.

Vincennes, he had only 150 men, most of whom were sick with
chills and fever, _

“A desperate situation,” he said, “needs a desperate resolution.”
Clark sent.a note to the British commander demanding the surren-
der of the fort. The British leader refused.

Clark attacked, He decided to confuse his enemy. He kept his
men velling like maniacs and demons as they fired through gun
holes into the fenced fort. To those inside, it seemed as if a huge
army was attacking. The fort depended on cannons for protection,
but cannons are useless against moving targets. Clark never
stopped moving. The British surrendered.

Later, England moved back into much of that region. But, for a
while, it seemed as if a young backwoodsman had captured the
Ohio territory. The Americans were frustrating the British. Men like
George Rogers Clark just wouldn't fight the way they were expected
to fight—and they never seemed to give up.




